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ORDER REJECTING CONDITIONAL GUILTY PLEA AND 
REMANDING FOR FURTHER DISCIPLINARY PROCEEDINGS

This is an automatic review of a Southern Nevada

Disciplinary Board hearing panel's recommendation that we approve,

pursuant to SCR 113, a conditional guilty plea in exchange for a stated

form of discipline for attorney Philip Singer. Under the agreement, Singer

pleaded guilty to fourteen counts arising from five formal complaints

against him, and admitted to fifty-nine violations of the SCRs and RPCs

involving numerous instances of misappropriation of funds, failure to

communicate with clients, lack of competence, lack of diligence, and lack of

candor and cooperation with the state bar. In exchange for Singer's guilty

pleas and admissions, the state bar agreed to dismiss two additional

counts.

The recommendation is that Singer be disbarred pursuant to

former SCR 102 and that the three-year waiting period to petition for
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reinstatement' be calculated from November 24, 2008, the date of Singer's

temporary suspension, subject to the following:

• Should Singer work in the legal community during the time of his

disbarment2, he must notify the state bar of the attorney he is

working for and the scope of the employment so that the state bar

can ensure that he is receiving adequate supervision.

• As a precondition to applying for reinstatement, Singer shall pay, or

show satisfactory proof of prior payment of, a total of $67,334.42 in

restitution to eight specified individuals/entities.

• As a precondition to applying for reinstatement, Singer agrees to

submit three matters totaling $32,200.00 to binding arbitration with

the state bar fee dispute arbitration committee.

• Singer shall pay the actual costs of the disciplinary proceedings,

including bar counsel and staff salaries, within thirty days of receipt

of a billing from the state bar.

Having reviewed the record, we reject the conditional guilty

plea agreement on grounds that the conditions imposed on Singer's

disbarment are inadequate to protect the public. Accordingly, we remand

'Pursuant to former SCR 116(2), a person who has been disbarred
"may not apply for reinstatement until the expiration of at least 3 years
from the effective date of disbarment." (Emphasis added.)

2We note that the panel's recommendation erroneously refers to
Singer's "suspension" rather than his disbarment.
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this matter to the Southern Nevada Disciplinary Board for further

proceedings.3

It is so ORDERED.4

3This court would be inclined to approve a revised conditional guilty
plea agreement where, in exchange for Singer's guilty plea and admissions
as referenced above, Singer agrees to disbarment under former SCR 102
and 116 for a period of at least five years, subject to the above-stated
conditions, as well as additional conditions, including but not limited to
the following preconditions to applying for reinstatement: (1) within
twelve months preceding his petition for reinstatement, Singer must pass
the Multistate Professional Responsibility Examination and provide proof
of passage to bar counsel; (2) within twelve months preceding his petition
for reinstatement, Singer must complete a minimum of fifteen hours of
continuing legal education in the areas of ethics, professional conduct
and/or law office management, and provide proof of completion to bar
counsel.

4This order constitutes our final disposition of this matter. Any
further proceedings concerning Singer shall be docketed as a new matter.
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cc: Jeffrey R. Albregts, Chair, Southern Nevada Disciplinary Board
Rob W. Bare, Bar Counsel
Kimberly K Farmer, Executive Director, State Bar of Nevada
William B. Terry, Chartered
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